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Abstract

This study aimed to prepare environmentally friendly packaging films with light, moisture,
and oxygen barrier properties from poly(lactic acid) (PLA), natural rubber (NR) and modified chitosan
or chitosan graft-poly acrylamide-2- methyl propane sulfonic acid (chitosan-g- PAMPs, Cg) blend.
Various ratios of NR and Cg (NR:Cg) were blended in the latex stage. After drying, each NR:Cg was
blended with PLA via a melt mixing process using single screw extruder and film blowing machine.
It was found that NR and Cg blends were miscible in the latex stage. The elongation at break of
the blends decreased with Cg content. After mixing with PLA, the morphology of the blends
showed coarse surface with small particles of NR and Cg dispersed in the PLA matrix. The size of
the NR:Cg particles found in the blends became smaller than that of the initial particles indicating
the partial compatibility of NR:Cg and PLA blend components. The compatibility of the NR:Cg and
the remaining NR: Cg particles may contribute to the improvement of the elongation at break and
toughness properties of the PLA films. Moreover, the addition of NR:Cg improved the UV-vis
transition, moisture and oxygen protection of PLA films. On the other hand, all blends showed
lower glass transition temperatures (T,) and lower cold crystallization temperatures (T.) than the
pure PLA films while the percent of crystallinity increased. It can be concluded that NR:Cg is
partially compatible and may contribute to the chain movement and inducing crystallinity of PLA

films.
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Table 1 Composition of PLA/NR:Cg blends for

blown film
PLA NR:Cg (wt%)

Samples

(wt%) 9:1 | 41 | 211
PLA 100 - - -
P-NCgl 80 20 - -
P-NCg2 80 - 20 -
P-NCg3 80 - - 20
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Table 2 Photographs of natural rubber and natural rubber/ modified chitosan blends at various

NR:Cg ratios before and during stretching

Samples Photographs

NR

NCgl
(NR:Cg = 9:1)

NCg2
(NR:Cg = 4:1)

NCg3
(NR:Cg = 2:1)

Wt ML BB ApeAn e bna
——— - Nt rni i

Figure 2 SEM images (1000x) of fractured surfaces of PLA and PLA/NR:Cg blends, at various ratios
of NR:Cg

Figure 3 Photographs of PLA and PLA/NR:Cg blend films, at various ratios of NR:Cg
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Figure 4 SEM images (500x) of PLA and PLA/NR:Cg blend films, at various ratios of NR:Cg

A T AP a
5U 3 wanannaneiuiivesiay PLA

v

< a

warfldunadinesnaumunansmEAImNUINRaN
PLA Sidnunigla Suguenn fiduinsouduvneiin
Fugulding nssan NR.Cg luyndasndiugaeli
WSy PLA Tdnedu Rdudinnisduanasegad]

v o @ X o 1

WodrAy venandlfawuifidudinay NR:Cg iid

¥ 1 o

Yhanaseu werifditunmsnsidiuvedalagy
ity KATWUNIINTEAEFITEIBYMATNALEN
voslalneuagiidumu Feilidiludumeunis
WS BUNBALNDI NANSENINE1esT IR ULAR
gunswidlawediueiarliiunuiitaudhiuls
A lasUsinginaiisanaden uinseauuuy
vasulnsiadesdninndevuou unsiidnlian
AsueniaveslalagIueanINeNEITULIR B9
Yamnisueninavaueaauval NR way Cg Uee
anleunninisn3e Cg sauiu NR H1uU{ATe
nsmdlanadiwelsigdu

gﬂﬁ 4 Wameneis SEM asflian PLA
wasRdunediuasnan wuinflay PLA danwee
HudaiFou foynmevuimdnussuia 1-5 pm

<l

nszarwag M lunsduau lunsd PLA aynin

Voo

L 1 = ’ A a2 e -
ﬂ\‘iﬂﬁ’na’mLf]uﬁ"IiLC‘liJLLWQVI‘UiUVIN namAuasly

v

ld o asen 4“
WouSuuseaufives PLA luvnienifdu SEM ves

woRluesnaungaswUaAAYUIALANASEATLeY
Wisuau Greymeadanarinsdusyniaves

d 1] a
19 wazlalaguiliazany (soluble) uazuanda

ar 1 < l:
29n91n PLA lagayniadananaiivunslvgduain

54

suradesnit 3 pm iWusuiadszuia 10 um
ausmsdnlalneuiiiuiiu

nasanaMeananliin NR:Cg usdu
aunsald iy (partially compatible) iy PLA
vuzdl NR:Cg uaduinnsuweninasen §an1s
wenERINGIDIARIINANTHANKUUWERY Bevh
W Cg fogifuidaioanu NR Tuneusduifans
LENFIDEN TSI ANESENIN9ToURaYBY PLA
U NR uag Cg ilunisfatunuugeu (weak
interfacial adhesion) [12] ¥lWenatinannisua
Fareafta NR uag Cg AuanmA19a1n PLA Sevinli
Wian1suendioanued NR Waz Cg 8onNINAYUDA
PLA [13] Ta8NUNATOINTITHENAIDDNAINA 1D
WS unussidiues Cg Mfiuty

3.4 audAnisanuiourasiiduwsdiues

AGH

Fnwaudinisanuiouvodfiduned
waswan (U 5 uasmisned 3) wuiriduned
wefuandan T, #1ndaen T, vasildy PLA uadl
ATanaINEnIIdILYDY Cg Mfiuty Tnedidranas
Uszana 7-11 °C (haiiimaneamAdenenuiens
s37utd uarlalnglifdnlunmswieuwvas
T, 9849 PLA) [7,12) 9991308121090 Cg i e
52U NR a8150uanangfinssuAdgaswaIa
Towged (plasticizing agent) Fasifuntsusulduns
PLA Hl3% PLA fieh T, anas [14-16]
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Table 3 Thermal properties obtained from DSC 2™ heating scan of PLA and PLA/NR:Cg blend films

Samples Tg °C) Tee O Tp O ™ AH . (J79) AH,, (J78) X (%)
PLA 53.51 11451 148.38 27.83 27.20 0
P-NCel 45.66 112.34 144.05, 151.71 26.00 30.14 1.52
P-NCg2 47.87 109.52 143.71, 151,70 28.40 30.86 3.28
P-NCg3 43.06 100.69 137.72, 147.85 30.98 36.12 6.86

Heat flow Exo Up (mwW)

merari 4 i B
~40 -20 O 20 40 60 'BO 400 120 140 160 380 °C'

Figure 5 DSC thermograms obtained from DSC
2™ heating scan of PLA and PLA/NR:Cg
blend films

Anwdgungilunisiiandnvasli
A2M58U (cold crystallization temperature, T,.)
eﬁ'maﬂaﬁ'amqué"a‘auamwmnaﬁ’mpmﬁuwﬁn
(reorganization) Tusgwinanislimaudou wuin
Te v0MeA T NaudAUd suudasluein T,
vosildy PLA USqvs Seanandnlddnisusing
ve0YAA NR uay Cg fiduddgsionginssuns
inkdnues PLA Fanansenusinanaenadasiu
1733894 Pongtanayut wazAme [12] Aiwuin
NsHEN PLA $3AU NR Seusangmisueninates
NR 281910 PLA danansenusanisiiandnees
PLA Tuvausdl ENR @ a8y PLA Td@nan (L
Usngnisueninasening ENR 08n91n PLA) 1o
wumafinndnfintuves PLA delueniddet co
vdgwamnsafindunsisendaiuiu PLA (1 T,
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anad) vaizdl NR uae Cg undudnsdinisnsvany
fadusynrvuinidnegluluminduas PLA 3
symadenahesliduddgysensudeunag
WoANTIUNISAAKENYY PLA ¥l PLA tiandn
'lﬁéw‘?ruﬁqquﬁﬁ"']ae (T aRAY) uenniinadl
I Saenndostunisuduresdn T, dediwans
UsIngen T,, ansinas uaznasil T, 2 A1 Fewa
fananuansdanisivdsurasulasesrendnues
PLA 910 o Wesy 1Julassafrawanues o uag B
wofu uazn1siWisuuvasanaiduransenuin
370 NR uar Cg ludunsunisiia T vaa PLA
[17,18]

vonmniimaifintuvesrmduni
foulunisiiandn (cold crystallization enthalpy,
AH) Sesuendansiiviuresdasinsindoud
vaeluiana (relaxation rate exhibited) Tun1s
Wesulpsesanineos PLA dewalilasesiwdn
suwlngisamduintunusandiuves Cg 7
w‘\iuﬁ"u [19]

AR N Ivasundn (melting peak,
T,) veswedwaduay Snsueniu 2 Aa Jauans
fansdnifoadlnivesndniidaruunnsneiu
Iﬂﬂwﬁnﬁﬁmmaugsnﬁ (perfect crystal) N1 il
A1 T, igandn desziiulddndnsidiuves Cg il

lh. ﬂ‘l = ) d ’ 1
Wiy svilduvemaniiinnuauysaindwnnni
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Faadinandenndoaiunavedn T, uazan AH,,
Failsinanluudatiedu Famsdsuntasiendm
Wsziinaneynia Cg dewalfnniswesuileg
lofiiados (stable nuclel) tndu ndndadvun
'lmy'u.azﬁﬂ%mm*?fwifumué’mwﬁawaa Cg fi
Wi
3.5 guUANIEITasHauwaRD SHEY

nsldauiidunedwes Juilduussy
AusidwmSuemns mstuvasasludemsiing
RensisauAsensiudsuantivesemis T
WWE99AINETIARY 280 nm (UV-B radiation)
Anvindidulunmsissfiteneendieduvesluly
(lipic) Tusms vilwewnsifletuianisiden
anmi§atu Tagewmnsiilotuduesiusenay
wu il adndeing q [7,14,20] nan1svaaswyia
fdu PLA deildnwarla uasfimuenindu 280
nm @508 100 % MsLAu NR:Cg Hagannis
HAUYDIRAT A211E19AE Y 280 nm wagiinas
Hosfunsrussanfindumusasiduees Cg
ARty TnoWdu P-NCe3 afl PLANCg lushns
du 80:20 uazdl NR:Cg Tudnsidau 2:1 ansa
Hosfumsrvesuasfirnueniaiu 280 nm 100
% Yz dl P-NCg2 way P-NCgl 7 afi §msdau
NR:Cg 1A 4:1 wag 9:1 WUNITRIUYDIUAT
amemady 280 nm ndifisstu fie Ussana 24
% (3UT 6) UBNAINTT FINUNITANAIUBITIIUAS
58,04 (400-700 nm) Faduthauasiiddudens
Wonanmwuionisuindevesems Tnsamsly
druitlnenisidovanin wu Tandunarluiuly
815 [14] F9v1908171891 NR wuag Cg fidutn
asmsHuveadldlaganzmsEIAdud
AelWiAnn1sWasunlasvesomsitaletunay

a a 3 | o
Jafunilsenisidenaniwiussdusenauy
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—+—PLA —e—PNCgl —+—P-NCg2 —#—P-NCg3

drediredhrodhr

Transmittance (%)
o
(=]

0 4w T T T T T T

400 500 600 700 800
Wavetength (nm)

900

Figure 6 Light transmission of PLA film and
PLA/NR/Cg blend films

n1sHIuYDILA anatvasRdL PLA
wau NR:Cg 819Linann1sgaduad unaslned
thaavas NR uag Ce luduinanduidoifiady
PLA (homogeneous blend) [11, 21] wagn1s

nszideuadlagoyniavuniinues NR uay Cg lu

. W
[

dilifudaioaty PLA uaznssansegiias
WHUTAY (heterogeneous blend) [11,22,23]
3.6 auvAn1sduruveslovuazfing

pandauvssidunsdiwesnay

vssadusidmivussgemsaauay
pnsunUszavniianusuduiideddussfast
nnedwesitaudinisduriudroonvesloth
i iiorniiduddglunniulnvewuaiie
Fofuidudifinnsdusiudroanvedlotieed
Tomainnisiadiiulavesgadwiduiu dawa
Tann1sid suanimvesermns awsadaeng
gslfuuiy [24] uenanniimnfiduiinnsdu
rudheenveslodhgsvdmaremsgeydethues
a5l dne [25] vihlemsiianisue/d eu
anmlfidadeiy

nsvageuAdnTIn1susiuveslomh
(Ut 7) wuthAn WVTR vesiidu PLA fenunndign
TaefirUsvana 7.36 o/h.m? ssiliifosaan PLA

a ¢ Qe H <t 1
WunefileawmesiflautRgeoud uazil alasie
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Aty R PLA Snsiuidheenvedleth
49 n15Kan NR wag Cg ludmsndau 9:1 (P-NCgl)
nudfauiint WWTR ldsinsaan#idy PLA uamin
Fatlusin NR auBunedwesitliidh faievte
annsdueiuvestoile uaiilosan NR Lianse
Wndumsze1TIiu PLA villian1suensiives
1A1A NR e8I MNAYeY PLA §earavinliiin
forivmuadniitatunuiiy deealvanuduriu
Wheenldd saefillednsdiunes Cg Fuduned
weiAiidailewnmdalniinues PAMPs ifiuiy
(P-NCg2 uag P-NCg3) NdUNUAISHTINSBUL Y
gasloitanas Wailenadlonnain cgusfinee
annsananmmginssudunatadlewesiiiule
PLA usl Cg feanunsatinsunsniensindu PLA
fowuiy dealiiidiures Coflanunsadniy
(compatible) U PLA Wi udu [26] (Navoenas
Siasevandinieaiudou) we Co feaunsa
wileni PLA anunsaifiendniuiy demas
aeadendnefiduliduiveurthves PLA {f
auiethianas dawaldidunedinesnanian
Smsnsdurimvedlohanamusandinves Cg
ity Famadananmseduiunuitoves Rapa
waray [22] Anuinswanlalaeuiiliiiuns
Faudssmiu PLA fdutsTilianavesdsiu
uiuRdsldinedu Tnsutinlalagussifuned
weiiliveurh usluanefifianuduisme
lalagruszamisonanangdnssuidunanad

« 3

lowes [4] dawalvifatiwedwesnaudasnsinis

. d" L2 1

Furhuvedlothidydumusnsiduvedalngud
Wiy

fyaendiaulialudrAgynonisifiia
Ujfseneendiaduresemis §enseurunis
fanarudunsisanisidon anmeveomnsliiin
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#1528 uenanisedemadonsmelavesinuas
walsl denalinuasnaldluussy el fre
gandlauannsariudneendiiinnmsdiesldae
uenniiviinaftseandiauluvssyfasiiun
Wuladroisamansgiuisvesgadnld dedu
vistusifannsomuaunsdieanesine
sandaulsdsimuddgetaunndeiaeiyves
215 [25] HANTNAADUNUIINAN PLA 11 50
um flgamgdl 23 °C fidnsHuvesingeendio
7345 ¢m®/m?.d Ansuau PLA saufu NR:Cg Tu
8n31d79U NR:Cg = 4:1 (P-NCg2) wuariduiisinu
Weanuesigesndiauanauniotiuy 314120
cm?/m?d fawasananorailewnan Co fuans
woAnssudunanaflogesliituldves PLA s
annsawmilenii PLA aunsainnsdniduesad
Wusuifeulduiniu denadinanaonndasiu
NUATue Yuniarto warane [27] Miwediefay
Tnamea (PEG) Wumswanadlewweiliy PLA
EG Ssaunsawmilenirli PLA andnlduindy
WuWFanm EG fwnzan (5 %) awunsetavan
nistueenvesiwesndiauvesiiay PLA
3.7 autAldenavesidunafimednay
UM 8 uansantAnunuA DT

90NN PLA uasWduwediwasuay vialuiuluna

PLA

P-NCg1 P-NCg2 P-NCg3

Figure 7 Water vapor transmission rate of PLA

film and PLA/NR/Cg blend films
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Figure 8 Tensile properties of PLA film and
PLA/NR/Cg blend films: (a) tensile
strength (b) elongation at break and
() modulus in machine and trans-

verse directions

impact strength (ki/m?)

PLA

P-NCgl P-NCg2 P-NCg3

Figure 9 lzod impact strength of PLA and
PLA/NR/Cg blends
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(transverse direction, TD) WAzLu2LAS 8adN3
(machine direction, MD) wudnildumefieiuax
fiAnAnunusausefwaza wendaanaude
Wisuisuiuiidn PLA Gansanasuesasifny
nusalsAwmaztendafinaudunatiainnis
\iduY (soft segment) 484 NR Uazn15U8N
waves NR:Cg sananninaves PLA [12] egslsh
1l duuves NR nuiriidushoifiudinTsdad
29N M YAVIA UATAIAUVUABLTINTEUNNAWER
waswan (3Ui 9) Tnowodiwesuanfifisnsndu
99 NR fnnnmuinaglidunuanunsodadh

a ) ' ) )
29N LLﬂ%Nﬂ"Iﬂ']imuﬁli]uis‘]ﬂi&’l,i,ﬂﬂﬂaﬂ’l’]

4. a3d

WoALWBSHANTEUIN NR Uag Cg a13150
wiesluannizihens wazanunsonaudandy PLA
fuipdesdaianduusuliel nedwesaoy
wusdldaunsarfuguhediseioadifid
NR:Cg @nunsanasdiuvisdaudy PLA Tag
wailavasy Tasdwilidfuasnssaredadu
pyaavuaLEnagiiaiadua Tng NR:Cg dau
il Ay PLA danaliRdud1gung fiuasy
anmuia (T, uazArgumgiiluniafandnuugli
audeu (T,) anas euamedientsuduleuas PLA
dueduguilifuiy fmadndndmalytumnud
ANNSEAGI9DN & IAVIA LATAIATUNUABUTS
nsTuvnvestuuinty vaued NRCg dauiluen
waeenan PLA unasUsenginuluansiindle
Frewmidenila PLA iiandnldsredu udusidn
Funuesindnifindu winsusninadandriwuin
dawaldfuauiidranunudoussisuagadaue
EERGILE usnnidanuin NRCg Hedauiduay

LalidAuldny PLA wudnfidaudrdagylunisuans
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NeuwoRednangnsdu wuirannsoannisiiy
oA UV ($23amignamdu 280 nm) Tdnnnd
80 % amrsnaan1sfukuvesleviuazfe
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