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The objective of this research was to explore Tai Yai culture transfer in Thailand
through the songs of Master Taweesak Nawkham. A documentary research was used in
this qualitative research. The field study data were collected through an observation
and an interview with Master Taweesak Nawkham who is the composer and traditional
music teacher. The songs were directly conveyed by Master Taweesak Nawkham to the
researchers. The data were analyzed according to the objective of the research. The
results were presented descriptively.

The results showed that Master Taweesak Nawkham was a Tai Yai resident who
moved from Shan State to Bangkok in 1989 and wanted to cultivate ethnic consciousness,
Tai Yai’s cultural understanding to Tai Yai community and to raise awareness of the people
in the community. Therefore, he has conveyed these ideas through his six songs: Tha
Si song, Thua Nao song, Chi Song song, Yop Yon song, Ta Ro Mak Pao song, and Long
Khong song. Master Taweesak Nawkham tried to present and convey the stories of Tai
Yai people in the community in three areas: career opportunities, ethnic cuisine, and Tai
Yai ethnicity through these six songs. From the lyrics of these six songs, Master Taweesak
Nawkham seeks to convey values, beliefs and patriotism to the Tai Yai people who are
in Thailand, not to forget their traditional culture in order to preserve Tai Yai’s culture
to coexist with Thai culture.

Keywords:
transfer, culture, Tai Yai, ethnicity, Tai Yai community in Thailand
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