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Transnational Networks: Identity
and Cultural Dynamics of Tai Yai

in Thailand - Myanmar Border

Associate Professor Wathinee Boonchalaksi
Phongsak Meunsakda

Abstract

This research aimed to study the transnational networks between Tai Yai in the border

area and their homelands and the operation of the transnational networks of Tai Yai in the
Thailand - Myanmar Border. The research employed qualitative research process for data
collection from field studies, an in-depth interview and a participant observation. The results
revealed that Ban Patak was able to carry memories of their homelands, beliefs, tradition
and culture. After establishing the community, Tai Yai transmitted and performed the rituals
of their homelands to edify people’s mind, consoling people’s mind and enhancing power
of life. In addition, the transnational cultural networks operation is the strategy to maintain
the religious identity of the Tai Yai people and remained outstanding. The cross-border
relationship reproduced social membership in terms of transnational and created the
“transnational networking of Buddhism” and the “transnational networking of ethnic group”
that could be expanded extensively by connecting between local and local through the

kinship and neighboring countries.

Keywords:
(1) Transnational Border (2) Tai Yai (3) Thai-Myanmar Border
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