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Cultural Identity Revitalization
in Multicultural Society of the Dai

Ethnic Women in Mae Sai District,
Mae Chan Districts and Mae Fah
Luang District, Chiang Rai Province

Assistant Professor Lelar Treeaekanukul
Assistant Processor Pattareepan Pantu

Dujluedee Kongsuwan

Abstract
This study aimed to gather cultural identity data of the Dai ethnic groups and roles

of the Dai women in cultural identity revitalization and to summarize their model and
process for preserving the identity of Dai women in Mae Sai District, Mae Chan District and
Mae Fah Luang District in Chiang Rai Province. This qualitative research collected data
through the use of anthropology field research techniques. The research participants were
the people from Dai Ya, Tai Yuan, Tai Yai and Tai Lue ethnic groups who lived in 3 villages
of 3 subdistricts from 3 districts in Chiang Rai Province. Descriptive statistics were utilized
for data analysis.

The findings revealed that cultural identities of the Dai ethnic groups evidently
appearing in the areas included language, food, costume, religious beliefs, traditional
medicine treatment, tradition, music, dancing and handicraft artifacts. In addition, the Dai
women had four important roles in revitalizing their ethnic cultural identities including
individual roles, family roles, ethnic group roles and community and society roles. The
findings further showed that the Dai ethnic groups revitalized their cultural identities by
preserving the traditional culture, adjusting and improving their culture to meet the current
situations and reinventing new culture. In addition, cultural inheritance from the old to
new generation and the dissemination of their culture to the outsiders of their community
can most probably sustain their identities in the multicultural society.

Keywords:
(1) Multicultural Society (2) Cultural Identity Revitalization (3) Dai Ethnic Women
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