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Co-ldentity on Tradition and Culture
Reflected in Folktales of Khmer

Ethnic Group in Thailand and
Cambodia

Assistant Professor Jongkit Wongpinit
Vipawadee Moonchaisook
Thirapit Thapornpard

Abstract
The study entitled Co-ldentity on Tradition and Culture Reflected in Folktales of

Khmer Ethnic Group in Thailand and Cambodia aimed to; 1) study the tradition and culture
reflected in the folktales of Khmer ethnic group in Thailand and Cambodia and; 2) analyze
and compare the co-identity in the tradition and culture reflected in the folktales of Khmer
ethnic groups in Thailand and Cambodia.

The results showed that the tradition reflected in the folktales are classified into 3
types. The first type is “Mores” which refers to social practice found in religious tales and
animal tales. The second type is “Institution” which means social regulations already been
set by society. The third type is “Custom” which refers to informal regulations, but commonly
practiced and has gradually become familiar to people in the society. In analyzing cultural
issues, there are « types found in folktales. The first issue is moral which refers to culture
that concerns with principles of living such as sacrifice, perseverance, frugality, obedience
to elderly, gratitude and patience. The second issue is legal culture that concerns with laws
including important principles that make people in society live happily together. The third
issue is social culture which includes etiquette to contact with society such as eating
etiquette, etiquette in dealing with various people in society and etc. The fourth issue is

material culture such as apparel, medicine, houses, buildings and historical architecture.
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The analysis of the co-identity of tradition and culture reflected in the folktales of
Khmer Ethnic Group in Thailand and Cambodia showed that the co-identity of tradition
clearly appearing includes an ancestor worship, treatment, a worship of sacred places, birth
tradition, death tradition and a wedding ceremony. The co-identity of culture reflected in
the folktales of Khmer Ethnic Group in Thailand and Cambodia is divided into the moral
relating to principles of living and the legal culture relating to laws that make people in
society live happily together. The most outstanding co-identity reflected in the folktales is
social culture including expressions in different occasions based on faith and beliefs and
the material culture relating to objects such as household appliances, buildings and historical

remains.

Keywords:
(1) Fish and Salt (2) Economic Relationship (3) Phnom Dangrek Mountain (4) Southern

Isan (5) Tonle Sap Basin
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