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Abstract
This paper aims to study the social and cultural identities of the Chong people in

Thailand. This descriptive research employed survey research. An in-depth interview was
used with key informants in the Chong community to elicit the social and cultural
characteristics of the people. A focus group and cooking were organized to evaluate the
differences and similarities of identity. The data analysis indicated that the Chong ethnic
group is an ancient tribe descended from the Austro-Asiatic ethnic group called Mon-khmer
clan whose members married to Samre and Por people in Cambodia boo years ago.

The Chong people have lived at foothills of the Thai-Cambodia border consisting of
the following districts and provinces: 1) Chanthaburi Province covering Khao Khitchakut
District, Makham District and Pong Nam Ron District: 2) Trat Province covering Bo Rai District
and Mueang District: 3) Chachoengsao Province covering Tha Takiap District and:
4) Kanchanaburi Province covering Si Sawat District.

Regarding the language, the Chong language is part of the Mon-Khmer language family
in the Pearic language group called Chong language. It has a spoken language but does not
have a written language.

The clothing is as follows. 1) Women wear loincloths around their waists when staying
at home. They typically wear tops with sleeves or vests to cover their upper body and
shoulders. The colors of the fabric are blue, indigo, green, black or navy blue. Nowadays,
women wear colored clothing according to popularity and fashion trend. Men wear loincloths
to cover their waists. They do not wear shirts when staying at home and cover their shoulders

with loincloths.
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They do not wear jewelry. Nowadays, men tend to wear trousers and wrap loincloths
around their waists because it is flexible and comfortable when working. Sometimes they
wear shirts without buttons. 2) The Chong people wear white cloths with loincloths when
making merit or attending social events.

The tradition is as follows. 1) The tradition of making merit including wedding ceremony,
birth, naming of a child, funeral, house building, farming ceremony, paying homage to the
shrine on the third day of the third warning moon are widely followed by the Chong people.
Offerings are also made to ancestors after making merit. 2) There is also strong belief in
ghosts and sprits and paying respect to the spirits. 3) For the values, as the changes in
government educational policies and more convenient transportation have played a greater
role in people’s lives, the Chong language disappeared.

The occupations are as follows. 1) In the past, the occupations depended on the
forests where people would hunt, gather scented wood, cardamoms and extract oil from
the rubber trees. 2) Nowadays, the occupations include orchard farming, animal farming,
rice farming and economic crops planting rather than being center around the forests,
making the Chong people a greater part of urban society.

The lifestyle is as follows. 1) Savory food eaten by the Chong people include chicken
curry on banana leaves, red curry and pork soup. 2) Desserts include various boiled sweets,
Pai and Khao Laem dessert. 2) In the past, music and song were a focal point of the social
lives of the Chong people. The instruments played were dependent on the flair of the
individual musicians. Drums and wooden rhythm clappers were central rhythmic instruments
in the music. Saba was performed as a prominent part of Songkran Festival (Thai New Year’s
Day). 3) Traditional dwellings of the Chong people were made of wood. They were built
using joinery techniques (nails are not required, latches are used with rope to put all parts
together) A typical home is divided into a bedroom, a living area and a guest area. There

is no house door that can be entirely closed. The house stairs include only 3, 5 or 7 steps.

Keywords:
(1) Identity (2) Social (3) Culture (4) Chong Ethnic
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