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ASEAN Common Cultural Space
Construction: Looking through

the Economics Relationship along
the Both Sides of Phnom Dangrek
Mountain: A Case Study of “Fish”
and “Salt”

Associate Professor Sommai Chinnak

Abstract

This article proposes the ASEAN common cultural space construction by looking

through the economic relationship along the both sides of Phnom Dangrek Mountain
between the Southern Isan of Thailand and the Northern part of Cambodia through the
fish and salt trade which is a case study of Surin Province of Thailand. A field survey and
documentary research were employed.

The results of the study showed that in terms of the economic relationship of the
both sides of Phnom Dangrek Mountain, these areas have been the common cultural space
for cross-border trade since the past. The rock salt was the important goods from the
Southern Isan or Korat Plateau and the fish and its products were the important goods
from the Tonle Sap Basin. This economic system created the trade network relationship
between the people of the both sides of Phnom Dangrek Mountain. The traders or

“Nai Hoi” who used the carts as their vehicles were the intermediary of the relationship.

Keywords:
(1) Fish and Salt (2) Economic Relationship (3) Phnom Dangrek Mountain
(4) Southern Isan (5) Tonle Sap Basin
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