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Abstract

This article aimed to examine attitudes toward the identity of
“domestic goddess” in Duang Jai Thewaprom novel series. The study
focused on five novels: La-o Jan (Fair Moon), by Sonklin; Kwan Rutstai
(Darling), by Kaotaem; Jai Phisut (Pure Heart), by Praenat; Dut Apsorn
(Like an Angel), by Nara; and Phon Chiwan (Life Blessing), by Romkaew.
This study identified two attitudes toward the idea of becoming a
“domestic goddess.” The first was characterized by adherence to the idea
and was held by characters who valued a woman by her abilities to
fulfill the role of domestic goddess. These characters could be divided
into those who adhered to the idea throughout the novels and those
who began with this attitude but adopted a more generous one in the
end. The second attitude was characterized by detachment from the
idea of becoming a domestic goddess which was held by characters
who did not value women based on their ability to fulfill this role, but
rather, on other abilities, including those related to their education or
career. These characters could also be divided into those who were
detached from the idea throughout the novels and those who changed
their attitude, ultimately adhering to the idea of women fulfilling the
domestic goddess role. The findings from this study are indicative of

current trends related to shifting status and gender roles among women.

Keywords: Attitudes, Thai Women, Domestic Goddess, Duang Jai Thawaprom, Patriarchy
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