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Abstract

This research was aimed to study the space and meaning of Koh-Yor homestay for
tourism in the multicultural context. The data was collected via participant observation,
non-participant observation, and interview. The 35 key informants were classified into 5
groups: tourists, homestay operators, occupational groups in Koh-Yor Community,
community leaders, and related government officers. The purposive and snowball samplings
were employed to select the key informants. The scope involved space, meaning, ownership,
tourism, homestay and tourism in the multicultural context. The concepts used for data
analysis consisted of space concept, ownership concept, tourism concept, and multicultural
concept. The research results were analyzed through descriptive analysis.

The research findings revealed that the space and meaning of Koh-Yor homestay
for tourism in the multicultural context could be classified into 3 periods. Firstly, space and
meaning of Koh-Yor community before the tourism period (before 1966 A.D.), when it was
originally multicultural. The people in the old generation had a social norm for land
possession by using Pak Kam System to mark their private land possessions. Secondly, space
and meaning of Koh-Yor community during the period of community tourism (1986-2004
A.D.), the local people created networks of tourism management under the concept
community. The community acknowledgement of rights and meaning of sea overlapped on
private right system, government right system and open property system. Finally, space and
meaning of Koh-Yor Community in the homestay tourism period (2003-2017). Thai Malays
from the Southern bordering provinces, increasingly traveled on this island. The community
provided homestay services together with community-based tourism and recreational
activities for tourists. The government and community, struggled in winning for the meaning

of area, which provoked an argument about the rights in area utilization.

Keywords: Space and Meaning of Koh-Yor Homestay, Multicultural Context, Tourism in the
Multicultural Context, Community-Based Tourism
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