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Abstract

The Thai state has launched an educational policy and implementation for
indigenous peoples in northern Thailand for more than a half century. Based on
documentary and field work research during the past few years, the authors argue that
state’s education for indigenous peoples is based on Thai nationalism which integrates
peoples with diverse ethnic and cultural backgrounds to become Thai as part of its
national building project. State’s educational implementation toward indigenous peoples
has had tremendous achievement. Indigenous youths who had gone through schooling
gradually adopted this consciousness of ‘Thai-ness’ and adapted accordingly, thus,
altering their ethnic identity. ‘This article argues that state’s education for indigenous
peoples in northern Thailand acts as a ‘technology of power’ for assimilating the
“others” in Thai society to become “Thai” in its national building project — a

reminiscence of Western internal colonialism.
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